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Navigating the world of birds and nature

In a competition sponsored by Nature Odysseys, a
National Audubon Society travel program, two pho-
tographs of Chicago Audubon Society member Roy
Slovenko placed 1st and 3rd. 

“It is unusual for one photographer to win two
prizes,” said Margaret Carnright, Director of Travel
Programs. “We always hope that Kim Hubbard (photo

editor of Audubon Magazine) will choose three differ-
ent Audubon travelers. However, she felt strongly that
she should be able to choose photos without knowing
the name(s) of the photographer(s). She also felt that
these should be the 3 photos she truly felt were best.” 

First place went to a photo of a black-crowned night
heron and third place to a photo of black-necked stilts

at Kealia Pond in Maui. The Nature Odysseys trip to
Hawaii took place between February 23-March 4,
2000. To view the entire gallery of Roy’s photos from
this trip, go to his website at http://royenko3.home-
stead.com/hawaii.html.

— Gail Goldberger

Jerry Sullivan celebrated
nature in field and street
By Karen Furnweger, CAS Secretary

In 2000, the environmental com-
munity lost some of its best visionar-
ies: David Brower, who broke with
the Sierra Club to found Friends of
the Earth and Earth Island Institute;
Hazel Wolf, Seatttle-based envi-
ronmental crusader; Floyd Swink,
renowned plant taxonomist and
author of Plants of the Chicago
Region; Phil Peters, Director of
Northeastern Illinois Planning
Commission and Chicago Region
Biodiversity Council; John Husar,
Chicago Tribune outdoors colum-
nist; and naturalist and writer Jerry
Sullivan.

Sullivan, former coeditor of
the Compass and author of
the long-running “Field
and Street” column in
the Reader, died of
cancer on Dec. 2.
He was 62. 

Sullivan was
a physically
big man with

a long reach that embraced Chicago
Audubon Society, the North Branch
Restoration Project, Chicago
Wilderness, the Nature Conservancy,
the Forest Preserve District of Cook

County and a variety of other conser-
vation efforts. He was best known for
his clean, clear prose that illuminated
nature. His work appeared in the
Chicago Tribune, Field Museum
Bulletin, and such magazines as
Outside, Chicago Wildernessand even
Playboy. He was author of An Atlas of
Biodiversity, published in 1998 by
Chicago Wilderness. Now in its fourth
printing, it provides a comprehensive
look at the biological diversity of the
Chicago area — a diversity that sur-
prises those who take our urban land-
scape for granted. 

Sullivan was born in Chicago and
raised in Des Plaines. Except for a
brief interlude in Seattle, he spent his
life here, steeping himself in the ecol-
ogy of our parks and forest preserves.
He wrote of our fauna and flora with a
loving familiarity.

“He used to say his muse faded
when he lost sight of the Sears
Tower,” said Glenda Daniel,  his wife
and collaborator on many writing pro-
jects.

From the late 70s until 1985,
Sullivan and Daniel edited and wrote
most of the articles in the Compass,
raising the journalistic and graphic
design standards of the newsletter.
Along with their vast knowledge of
birds and other wildlife, they brought
their shared passion for conservation
to each issue. 

Sullivan and Daniel also co-wrote

A Sierra Club Naturalist’s Guide to
the North Woods, hiking books about
the Midwest, the Appalachian
Mountains and the Ozarks, and arti-
cles for the Chicago Tribune.

In addition to his prodigious print
output, Sullivan was a spontaneous
teacher who volunteered his time lead-
ing nature walks for Chicago Audubon
and other groups. Jerry Garden, past
CAS president, said, “Jerry was one of
the people who, as a friend and birder,
kept me going in the early years of my
birding. I might have continued bird-
ing on my own, but not as a thing with
Chicago Audubon.” 

A skilled birder who could identify
a species by call as quickly as by col-
oration, Sullivan always emphasized
the connections between birds and
their ecosystem.

“He could tell you about plants,
other animals, geology — all of it —
in a very integrated and engaging
way,” said Carol Fialkowski, former
chair of Chicago Audubon’s field trip
programs, and current education and
communication chair for Chicago
Wilderness. “If you didn’t see birds, it
didn’t matter. You always had a good
time on one of his walks.” Sullivan led
field trips for St. Ignatius and
Northside College Prep high schools,
and was a steward in Nature
Conservancy’s Mighty Acorns pro-
gram for children. During the many
years he volunteered with the North

Chicago Audubon Society member — Roy Slovenko 
Wins National Audubon Photography Contest, Twice!

Black-crowned night heron — First place winner
“This is a nice tight picture of the bird.  Got in very close, nothing distracting in foreground.
It’s a clear view of the bird....”  Kim Hubbard

Black-necked stilts — Third place winner 
“Nice composition.  I like that you could see the reflection of the birds.”  K.H.

Jerry Sullivan at work in the Cook County Forest Preserves.
continued on page 3
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